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René Cassin – vision, mission and values 

René Cassin, the Jewish voice for human rights, is named after the French-Jewish co-author of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

René Cassin's vision is of a world where everyone fully enjoys all their human rights as enshrined in 

the Declaration, and in which members of the Jewish community are actively engaged in promoting 

and protecting these rights.  

Our mission is to promote and protect universal human rights within the UK by drawing on Jewish 

teachings, values, and historical experiences, and to catalyse the British Jewish community’s 

engagement with fundamental human rights and freedoms. We aim to: 

➢ Strengthen the Jewish Voice in UK Human Rights Discourse – bringing Jewish perspectives to 

shape policy debates and public discourse, reducing marginalisation and strengthening rights 

protections, by continuing to make the case for the modern human rights framework as a legacy 

of the Holocaust 

➢ Deepen human rights capacity within the Jewish community - we will work to support Jewish 

communal organisations in applying human rights law and principles to service design and 

advocacy, improving dignity and access for Jewish beneficiaries. We will achieve that by: 

1. Embed the Human Rights Act (HRA) in communal practice. 

2. Incorporate socio-economic equity into Jewish communal life, ensuring long-term 

protection of rights.  

➢ Build Cross-Community Solidarity and collaborative Advocacy – we will continue to campaign to 

enhance human rights values and protections in the UK: 

1. Protecting human rights frameworks in the UK 

2. Promoting a compassionate and fair asylum system 

3. Ensuring Socio-economic rights: right to food, right to healthcare and right to adequate 

housing 

4. Challenging anti-Jewish hatred and securing Jewish equality 

➢ Lead and grow Jewish leadership on human rights. 

Our values – underpinning all the work we do: 

• Solidarity – human rights belong to us all, so we stand for the rights of everyone, everywhere. 

• Judaism – Jewish values and experience inspire us. 

• Collaboration – our work is not isolated, but intertwined with the efforts of others, so we 

nurture and mobilise partnerships. 

• Empowerment – we turn today’s Jewish activists into tomorrow’s leaders. 

 

We are determined to create a legacy worthy of our namesake, Monsieur René Cassin. 



 

 

Why should you consider becoming a René Cassin trustee? 

René Cassin, the Jewish voice for human rights, is a UK-focused human rights organisation, named 

after the French-Jewish co-author of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  

We are looking to strengthen our governance by appointing up to three new trustees to join our 

Board. 

We are proud of our work to promote and protect fundamental human rights, drawing on Jewish 

teachings, values and Jewish experience. We celebrate: 

• the timeless and universal nature of human rights values and protections. 

• the distinctive Jewish contribution to the current landscape of international human rights 

within the UK and Europe. 

• the historical role played by our namesake, Monsieur René Cassin, in the development of the 

contemporary human rights framework in the aftermath of the Jewish experience in the 

Second World War. 

This is a particularly important time. We live in an era characterised by populism; a hostile 

environment towards minorities, refugees and asylum seekers; a rise in anti-Jewish hatred; and 

increasing levels of attacks on the most basic principles of human rights – principles that Jewish 

activists and jurists did so much to secure in the years immediately following 1945.  

Basic human rights values and protections are being casually discarded. Human rights advocates and 

lawyers are being disparaged. This is a process with strong roots in the UK and Europe. 

There has never been a greater need for a strong Jewish advocate, actor, and partner making the 

case for the contemporary importance of human rights values and protections that are 

championed by and for the Jewish community in the UK. There has never been a more important 

time to get involved in our work. 

In response to these challenging times, René Cassin is in a unique position to leverage the moral 

case associated with our namesake and our convening power as a Jewish human rights organisation 

with the authority to speak on fundamental values. 

In an increasingly divided and fractured society, we can be a distinctive force for changing attitudes 

both inside and outside the Jewish community.  

We advocate for human rights values and applications within our community, and we form strong 

alliances with groups whose contemporary experiences of marginalisation, discrimination and, in 

the case of the Uyghurs, genocidal policies sadly reflect our own histories and experiences. 

  



 

 

The Trustee Role 

Join us and make your distinctive contribution to: 

• Shaping our strategy, impact and influence. 

• Improving our reach, reputation and capabilities. 

• Securing our long-term sustainability. 

• Enhancing our contacts and connections both within and beyond the Jewish community 

We are looking to appoint up to three new trustees. We are particularly interested in attracting 

interest from candidates with the following backgrounds and experiences: 

• Capacity to leverage your personal and professional contacts in support of our charitable 

purposes. 

• Mobilising and engaging with the UK’s Jewish community. 

• Monitoring and evaluation, including effectiveness of campaigning work and overall 

organisational impact. 

Key responsibilities of a Trustee 

• Act in René Cassin’s best interest by making decisions that support our purpose and mission. 

• Ensure effective governance and oversight of strategy, policies, and organisational 

performance. 

• Ensure legal and regulatory compliance - follow charity law, the Charity Commission’s 

guidance, and any other relevant regulations. 

• Maintain financial oversight by approving budgets, reviewing financial reports, and ensuring 

long-term financial sustainability. 

• Manage risks and take steps to identify and address risks that could affect René Cassin’s work 

or reputation. 

• Share leadership and work with the CEO and staff to ensure delivery of René Cassin’s mission. 

Further information about our work is available on the René Cassin website. 

If you are interested in this opportunity, please send a CV and one-page cover letter to 

mia.hasenson-gross@renecassin.org with ‘Trustee Application’ in the subject line. 

You are welcome to have an informal chat with our Chair, Jonathan Metzer: 

Jonathan.Metzer@1cor.com; Or feel free to email René Cassin’s Executive Director, Mia Hasenson-

Gross: mia.hasenson-gross@renecassin.org. 

The closing date for applications is Sunday, 22 February at midnight.  
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