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Dear Reader 

It is a privilege to introduce my first Annual Report as Chair of René Cassin. Since stepping into this role at the 

start of 2025, I have been consistently struck by what I consider to be the strength, clarity, and compassion with 

which our organisation continues to champion universal human rights at a time when they are both urgently 

needed and increasingly under threat. 

This past year has shown, yet again, how sharply relevant Jewish experience and values are to the pressing 

questions of our time. As the world grapples with conflict, displacement, rising inequality and the fragility of 

democratic norms, our community’s history compels us not only to remember but to act. The legacy of Monsieur 

René Cassin, who transformed unimaginable trauma into a global vision for human dignity, continues to guide us. 

His insistence that human rights remain “the foundation of freedom, justice and peace” has rarely felt more 

relevant. 

2025 has been a year of growth, adaptation, and principled leadership. Following the UK’s 2024 General 

Election, our work pivoted from defending the Human Rights Act to ensure its practical use across 

communities, helping turn legal rights into lived realities. We strengthened our advocacy for those facing 

discrimination and marginalisation – refugees, Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities and people struggling 

to meet their basic needs. 

Our programme of work this year reflects a simple truth: human rights must be meaningful not only in courts 

and conventions, but in daily life. Through the creation of the Jewish Everyday Rights Forum, we deepened our 

commitment to socio-economic rights, building a space where Jewish organisations come together to 

champion access to food, housing, healthcare, and dignity. 

We continued to be a trusted and moral voice on the rights of people seeking asylum, drawing on Jewish 

memory and lived experience to advocate for compassion, fairness, and safe routes. Our engagement with 

international humanitarian law, through our AJA–René Cassin International Law Series, saw expert analysis 

brought to the community at a moment when clarity and integrity are desperately needed. 

Meanwhile, our education and empowerment work – from our Ambassadors’ Programme to our Human Rights 

Shabbat resources – is nurturing the next generation of Jewish human rights leaders. These young voices 

remind us that hope, courage, and moral clarity are renewable resources if we invest in them. 

Further, at a time when the safety of Jewish life in the UK is threatened by rising anti-Jewish hatred, we have 

worked to confront this and to strengthen community capacity to address it, as well as to celebrate Jewishness 

as a visible and valued part of British life. 

Across all of this, one theme stands out: our work matters because human rights matter. And human rights 

matter because they protect every person’s inherent dignity, especially during the most challenging times. 

Looking ahead, I am inspired by what René Cassin continues to achieve with a small but exceptional team, 

dedicated volunteers and a community that understands the urgency of our mission. Our task is as demanding 

as ever – but so too is our resolve. 

Thank you for your support, your partnership, and your belief in the power of a principled Jewish voice for 

human rights. 

Jonathan Metzer 

Chair of the Board of Trustees  

René Cassin, the Jewish voice for human rights  

WELCOME FROM OUR CHAIR 
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January – We welcomed a new Board Chair, Jonathan Metzer, barrister and human 

rights specialist  

February – in our International Law Series, we hosted René Cassin Advisor Dr Ruvi 

Ziegler on international law and legal questions arising in the proceedings in the 

courts in The Hague during the Israel-Hamas war 

March – we marked International Women’s Day, calling for accelerated action in 

support of detained women refugees  

April – our Pesach Haggadah supplement focused on the enslavement and forced 

labour of thousands of Uyghur Muslims and the impact on our supply chains  

May – on World Hunger Day, we launched the Jewish Everyday Rights Forum, a 

cross‑communal network of Jewish organisations working together to safeguard 

everyday rights - including access to housing, healthcare, food, and dignity 

June – we marked Refugee Week by celebrating the ‘power of the Jewish 

community’ and its welcoming and compassionate response to vulnerable 

refugees 

July – our experts’ event ventured into the future with an analysis of the legal and 

moral implications of the use of artificial intelligence and technology in warfare  

August – we marked Roma Genocide Memorial Day with a call to honour the past 

by acting today  

September – we encourage our supporters to write to their MPs asking for safe and 

legal routes for refugees as part of a more compassionate UK immigration policy 

October – we partnered up with HIAS+JCORE during the Jewish festival of Sukkot to 

highlight the dangers of the newly introduced ‘Good Character’ rules that deny 

citizenship to refugees who arrive via irregular routes, even if they are legally 

recognised as refugees  

November – we celebrated the 75th anniversary of the European Convention on 

Human Rights and the 25th anniversary of the Human Rights Act, and how they 

continue to support marginalised communities today 

December – for ‘Human Rights Shabbat’, we celebrated International Human Rights 

and our Jewish legacy as we explored how memory becomes legacy, weaving 

biblical and cultural imperatives to illuminate the Jewish human rights narrative 

 

Marking the 75th anniversary of the European Convention on Human Rights  

and the Human Rights Act  

Our year working for human rights  
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        Namesake, Vision, Mission and Values  

Our vision is a world where everyone fully enjoys their human rights enshrined in the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, and where the UK Jewish community is actively engaged in 

promoting and protecting those rights. 

Our mission is to promote and protect the universal rights of all people, drawing on Jewish 

teachings, values, and historical experiences, and to amplify a principled Jewish voice for 

human rights in the UK. 

The modern human rights framework was developed in response to the horrors of the 

Holocaust. Our Namesake, Monsieur René Cassin, a French-Jewish jurist, co-authored 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the first expression of a global commitment to 

protect human dignity, demand accountability, and act when others are persecuted. 

We believe that, as survivors of intolerance, discrimination, and persecution and as ‘experts by 

experience’ who understand the need for empathy and solidarity, the Jewish community has 

a uniquely authoritative voice in speaking out when other minority or vulnerable groups in the 

UK face discrimination, marginalisation and hate.  

As ‘the Jewish voice for human rights,’ we work within the Jewish community, building support 

for human rights; and in the wider community, bringing the authority of a Jewish perspective 

to human rights debates, especially on issues affecting marginalised communities. 

Our values are: 

• Solidarity — Human rights belong to us all, so we stand for the rights of everyone, 

everywhere. 

• Judaism — We are inspired by Jewish values and experience. 

• Collaboration — Our work is not isolated, but intertwined with the efforts of others, so we 

nurture and mobilise relationships. 

• Empowerment — We turn today’s Jewish activists into tomorrow’s leaders. 

Legacy  

We are proud to take our name from Nobel 

Laureate and French-Jewish Jurist Monsieur 

René Cassin, who was one of the principal 

drafters of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights and served as President of the 

European Court of Human Rights. 

He was a lifelong advocate of international 

human rights protection and understood 

that, because of the Holocaust, it was vital 

that there was a strong and clear Jewish 

voice for human rights.  

 

“…there is no task of safeguarding human rights more urgent than that of 

foreseeing such outrages and preventing them.” Monsieur René Cassin, Nobel Lecture, 

11 December 1968 
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        Our work  

As ‘the Jewish voice for human rights,’ we are uniquely positioned to advocate for human 

rights protections within the Jewish community - by building support for human rights values 

amongst British Jewish - and within the wider community by bringing a Jewish perspective 

to human rights debates and policy work. 

We work via advocacy, policy analysis, public campaigning and education, focusing on 

key issues that strongly resonate with Jewish experience. 

Our key campaign areas include: 

• Protecting human rights in the UK 

• Promoting a compassionate asylum system 

• Economic, social, and cultural rights 

• Genocide and International Law 

• Education and empowerment  

Protecting human rights in the UK 

We believe in the idea that the modern human rights framework developed in response to 

the Holocaust, based on the principles enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, the European Convention on Human Rights and the Human Rights Act.  

In 2025, we continued to champion a UK where every person is treated with justice, dignity, 

and respect. Our advocacy is centred on ensuring that no one is devalued or discriminated 

against and that everyone can live freely, safely and with their fundamental humanity 

recognised. 

We adapted our focus following the 2024 General Election, shifting from defending the 

Human Rights Act to embedding it in practice across Jewish communal organisations. It was 

also an opportunity to engage in constructive new conversations with the government to 

work to improve the fulfilment of human rights in the UK in practice, e.g., for marginalised 

groups such as refugees, Gypsy, Roma and Travellers, survivors of trafficking, and food 

security, rather than having to defend the fundamental principle of human rights. 

We provided recommendations on how the government could incorporate protective 

measures to prevent antisemitism, and we reaffirmed the importance of the UK’s continued 

commitment to the European Convention on Human Rights in our Parliamentary Briefing – 

Autumn 2025 Party Conferences, and we raised community calls to action, such as those 

to support Sudanese diaspora communities. 

We took part in a consultation led by the Joint Committee on Human Rights and submitted 

evidence as part of the legislative scrutiny of the Illegal Migration, arguing that the Bill 

directly undermines the human rights in the Universal Declaration, and represents a worrying 

trend of disregarding the lessons of Jewish history. This particularly applies in this case to the 

principle of human rights as universal and to the universal right to seek asylum as established 

by the 1952 Convention on the Status of Refugees.   

https://renecassin.org/rene-cassin-submission-to-the-board-of-deputies-of-british-jews-commission-on-antisemitism/
https://renecassin.org/the-jewish-case-for-the-european-convention-on-human-rights/
https://renecassin.org/the-jewish-case-for-the-european-convention-on-human-rights/
https://renecassin.org/the-atrocity-in-sudan-a-call-to-global-conscience/
https://renecassin.org/call-for-evidence-by-human-rights-joint-committee-legislative-scrutiny-illegal-migration-bill/
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Promoting a compassionate asylum system  

Protecting the rights and dignity of asylum seekers and migrants remains central to our 

mission. We continue to press for meaningful reforms to the UK’s immigration detention and 

asylum systems. The memory of family separation and the loss of home is still present in our 

community, and this work reflects our own history and upholds the fundamental values of 

providing a fair, compassionate and welcoming option for those seeking safety and refuge 

from persecution and war.  

This year, we harnessed the power of historical Jewish references, such as the 

Kindertransport, and community members’ personal experiences from leaving Egypt to 

being held in British refugee detention camps, to reiterate our calls to action in their historical 

contexts. We wrote to the prime minister to advocate for compassionate immigration 

policies - René  Cassin Rabbis Letter to PM: Express Concern Over Anti-Migrant Rhetoric -  

and highlighted how cross-communal exchanges and the celebration of differences foster 

community cohesion. 

We engaged with the Jewish community and stakeholders to provide access to 

information, raise awareness, and create learning opportunities on the UK’s current 

immigration frameworks. We particularly focused on the experience of women in 

immigration detention, the length and uncertainty of immigration detention and in securing 

safe routes for those fleeing harm and persecution. We helped community members write 

letters to MPs advocating for safe routes, which would create an increased resettlement 

target, a family reunion scheme, the establishment of a “refugee visa” or safe-passage 

scheme, and a pathway to citizenship for asylum seekers.  

As we marked Refugee Week, we celebrated the Jewish community’s welcoming and 

compassionate response to those seeking asylum in the UK, including refugees from Ukraine 

and those fleeing sexual-orientation-based persecution.  

“Women for Refugee Women always appreciates working alongside René 

Cassin and collaborating on events or campaigns, as René Cassin is a 

trusted and valued partner of WRW. This collaboration introduces WRW’s work 

to a new audience that we may not otherwise reach, thanks to René Cassin’s 

unique focus and ability to engage with community groups. René Cassin is 

also able to speak about and campaign on asylum issues through a different 

lens, which complements our focus on women seeking safety. This is a 

relationship built on mutual trust, compassion and respect”                     

Women for Refugee Women, March 2025 

Socio-economic rights 

Our Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Campaign is based on international human rights 

law, which enshrines the right to a standard of adequate living1, and in Jewish tradition that 

supports humans' basic needs for food, housing, and health. This year, we expanded our 

capacity to support economic, social, and cultural rights by establishing the Jewish 

 

1 Article 12, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

https://renecassin.org/from-kindertransport-to-today-my-fathers-story-on-why-refugee-families-must-stay-together/
https://renecassin.org/from-alexandria-to-london-my-grandfathers-journey-to-belonging/
https://renecassin.org/thrown-by-giants-a-legacy-of-persecution-detention-and-hope-for-integration/
https://renecassin.org/rene-cassin-rabbi-letter-to-pm-express-concern-over-anti-migrant-rhetoric/
https://renecassin.org/safe-routes-write-to-your-mp-template/
https://renecassin.org/refugee-week-a-message-of-hope/
https://x.com/Rene_Cassin/status/1935270636689007038
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Everyday Rights Forum (the Forum), a cross‑communal network of Jewish organisations 

working together to safeguard everyday rights - including access to housing, healthcare, 

food, and dignity. 

Through the Forum, Jewish organisations focused on food security, healthcare and housing 

come together to share experiences and expertise, which ensures that Jewish perspectives 

are at the forefront of the socio-economic rights movement and amplifies local initiatives to 

a national advocacy level. Through the Forum, we have: 

• Brought together over 12 Jewish organisations to advocate for access to food, 

housing, and healthcare. Some of the Forum members include Rabbi Herschel Gluck, 

JW3 Foodbank, Mavar, Tzelem and Geraldine Van Bueren KC.  

• Organised a training by JustFair on using a human rights-based framework for 

advocacy.  

• Provided a dedicated space for Jewish organisations to come together, discuss 

shared priorities, and strategise on pressing issues related to housing, health, and 

food security. 

• Created a resource hub, offering members access to training, shared learning 

opportunities, and strategic engagement to enhance their advocacy efforts. 

 

"There has been for some time a dearth of spokespeople for those in the Jewish 

community who are suffering from social deprivation and appropriate access 

to basic human necessities, such as housing,  and religiously and culturally 

suitable nourishment. JERF has identified, researched,  and committed itself to 

help address these important and vital issues. " (Rabbi Herschel Gluck) 

Genocide and international humanitarian law 

In January 2025, we marked Holocaust Memorial Day in a joint event with the Wiener 

Holocaust Library and the Darfur Diaspora Association: The Genocide in Darfur: When will it 

end and a ‘Better Future’ begin? HMD,  exploring the ongoing genocide in Darfur and South 

Sudan, the challenges facing survivors and their families as they seek safety in the UK and 

the allyship and support we can offer. 

On the Uyghur issue, we continued to engage the Jewish community through awareness-

raising events and advocacy actions. In May, we supported the UK’s Uyghur community in 

celebrating the richness of Uyghur culture as an act of allyship. This included a dedicated 

podcast and blog. We continued to challenge the prevalence of Uyghur forced labour in 

UK supply chains with our Pesach action, Uyghur Tomato Action: Putting Profit Before Human 

Rights - René Cassin. With this work, we continued to spearhead the UK Jewish community 

in its allyship with and action in support of the Uyghurs. It has continued to positively impact 

our growth in visibility, reach and income.  

Following the launch in February 2024  of our AJA-René Cassin International Law Series, 

aimed at providing excellent legal analysis on recent developments from an international 

law perspective, we delivered further events in the:  

• The ICJ and ICC with Ruvi Ziegler (Feb.25) 

• Forced disappearances – the case of the hostages, Dr Ido Rosenzweig (Mar.25). 

• AI, Human Rights and Warfare, Dr Tal Mimran (Jul.25) 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/2YH6rv63EPEmYcc2ufK6mp
https://renecassin.org/doppa-and-kippa-how-head-coverings-became-a-symbol-of-resistance-for-uyghurs-and-jews/
https://renecassin.org/uyghur-tomato-action-putting-profit-before-human-rights/
https://renecassin.org/uyghur-tomato-action-putting-profit-before-human-rights/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u3R_QYwsJDQ&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twJamMmIMTc&t=5s
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• The International Committee of the Red Cross and the conflict in Gaza, Noa Schreuer 

(Oct.25)     

The series has received positive feedback and high engagement, demonstrating our 

supporters’ and the community’s interest in understanding complex legal frameworks. It has 

attracted well-respected speakers who are experts in their fields. New speakers and topics 

have already been identified and confirmed for 2025 and into 2026.  

“I listened to your excellent seminar on Uyghur slave products and wrote to both my MPs” 

Education and empowerment 

Our Art of Debating session with Lucy Murphy for alumni explored the importance of active 

listening, the impact of opinion and the justification of a stance. 

We created new educational materials for the community, such as our Hope-Based 

Communications Guide, launched as part of interfaith week, with its key message that 

through empathy, shared values and hopeful storytelling, we can move hearts and minds 

toward a more just and compassionate society. Additionally, for Human Rights Shabbat and 

International Human Rights Day, we produced a guide on International Human Rights and 

our Jewish Legacy, which helps communities, groups and individuals explore how memory 

becomes legacy, weaving biblical and cultural imperatives to illuminate the Jewish human 

rights narrative. 

We continue to expand our reach in the community and conduct targeted outreach to 

youth movements, students, young professionals (Moishe Houses), and Rabbis. Members of 

the community responded to our various calls to action, such as by signing letters in support 

of policy changes sent to the Prime Minister and members of parliament and taking part in 

our annual Human Rights Shabbat Programme. 

Our new cohort of five ambassadors started in November 2025. After our first session, one of 

our ambassadors, Ashira Sears, stated that: “After some discussion, I recognised how the 

most repeated phrase in the Torah of ‘welcoming the stranger’ relates to the right to 

freedom of movement. Ensuring that we in the UK have safe routes for refugees and asylum 

seekers to enter our country and be treated as equals upon arrival, IS a Jewish value and 

attitude.” 

In 2025, we were pleased to host four work experience students, who researched issues 

ranging from asylum and migration, gender and disability and human rights abuses against 

the Uyghur community. Our work experience participants learned valuable research skills 

and saw firsthand the impact of human rights advocacy.  

“One of the most valuable aspects of my experience was the chance to work 

on projects addressing current human rights abuses, particularly those 

affecting Uyghurs. I helped describe government policies, explained what 

supply chains are, and contributed to discussions on the genocide. Observing 

how the organisation combined human rights expertise with activism 

demonstrated the power of informed advocacy in pushing for systemic 

change.” (Work experience student, Melissa Charles) 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i0wcUhC02qY&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4OGBuTC-IpI&t=87s
https://renecassin.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Hope-Based-Communications-Guide.pdf
https://renecassin.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Hope-Based-Communications-Guide.pdf
https://renecassin.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/HRS-20251.pdf
https://renecassin.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/HRS-20251.pdf
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         How can you help 

René Cassin relies on its supporters for the funds to carry on its vital work.  

Please ensure our voice is heard loudly and clearly by supporting us: 

• Make a donation – you can make a one-off gift through our website at 

www.renecassin.org/donate 

• Better still, become a ‘Friend of René Cassin’ by making a monthly donation (via 

the ‘I’d like to give regularly’ option) www.renecassin.org/donate 

• Become an Individual Patron or Corporate Supporter – email the office for further 

details info@renecassin.org  

• Get involved in our campaigns – visit our website for more details 

• Attend our events – www.renecassin.org/events 

• Volunteer with us – email info@renecassin.org 

• Sign up for our newsletter at www.renecassin.org 

• Follow us on Twitter twitter.com/Rene_Cassin and Instagram 

www.instagram.com/rene.cassin/ and like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/renecassin 

• Tell your friends, family and colleagues about our work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.renecassin.org/donate/
http://www.renecassin.org/donate/
mailto:info@renecassin.org
https://renecassin.org/events/
mailto:info@renecassin.org
http://www.renecassin.org/
https://twitter.com/Rene_Cassin
https://www.instagram.com/rene.cassin/
https://www.facebook.com/renecassin
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Revenue and Support 2025 

Donations & legacies 157,336 

Investment income 801 

Total revenue and support 158,137 

 

Expenditure 2025 

Charitable activities 170,684 

Costs of raising voluntary income 1,487 

Total expenditure 172,171 

 

 

Many thanks to our supporters 

Anglo Jewish Association 

Bluston Charitable Settlement 

Harbour Foundation 

Humanitarian Trust 

The Judith Trust 

SC & ME Morlands Charitable Trust 

Pears Foundation 

Sigrid Rausing Trust 

Sybil Shine Memorial Trust 

Shoresh Charitable Trust 

 

And to our individual Patrons (who give £1,000 or more annually) and Friends (who make 

regular donations) 

 

     

  

FINANCE 
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Our Staff 

Mia Hasenson-Gross Executive Director  

Lucja Jastrzebska Campaigns & Communications Officer 

Jonathan Chern  Advocacy Officer  

Rachel Vogler Campaigns Officer 

Debora Singer Human Rights Act Campaign Lead (volunteer) 

Libi Sears  Community Engagement Officer 

Sam Watson Development Manager 

 

Our Trustees 

Jonathan Metzer Chair  

Jeff Highfield Treasurer 

Nicholas Aleksander  

Josh Cass  

Danielle Mason 

Sheldon Stone  

Honorary Ambassadors

Dr Annette Lawson OBE 

Elliot Levey 

Our Advisory Council   

Sylvie Bacquet 

Rabbi Professor Tony Bayfield CBE 

Rabbi Dr. Naftali Brawer 

Professor Geraldine van Bueren KC 

Caroline Cassin 

Caren Gestetner 

Rabbi Alex Goldberg 

Professor Margaret Greenfields 

Maya Jaffe 

Rabbi Laura Janner-Klausner 

Dr. Keith Kahn-Harris  

Daniel Kingsley 

Professor Francesca Klug OBE 

Professor Noam Lubell 

Dr. Kishan Manocha 

Rabbi David Mason 

Vicki Prais 

Rabbi Danny Rich 

 

Rabbi David Rosen CBE 

Professor William Schabas OC 

Professor Yuval Shany 

Rabbi Dr. Norman Solomon 

Yael Weisz-Rind 

Professor Jay Winter 

Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg  

Dr. Reuven Ziegler  

 

OUR PEOPLE 
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René Cassin is a UK charity registered on 5 January 2007 (number 1117472 as CCJO 

ReneCassin) and governed by a constitution amended on 9 September 2013. 

The charity is overseen by a Board of Trustees, listed on the previous page. The constitution 

requires a minimum of three trustees at all times, with no upper limit on the size of the 

Board. 

René Cassin complies with all applicable UK legislation in the recruitment and selection of 

new trustees. Trustees are typically elected by the existing trustees (who are also the 

members of the charity) at a general meeting. Appointments are made based on the 

skills, experience, and knowledge required to support the effective governance of the 

organisation. These requirements are identified through an annual skills audit. 

Where a specific gap is identified, or where a trustee with particular expertise is 

approaching the end of their term, the charity undertakes a targeted recruitment process. 

Vacancies are advertised across a range of independent voluntary sector websites and 

relevant print or online publications. 

Throughout the recruitment and selection process, René Cassin ensures that prospective 

trustees are eligible to serve, free from conflicts of interest, and fully aware of both their 

legal responsibilities and the work of the organisation. In particular, the charity has due 

regard to Charity Commission guidance CC3: The Essential Trustee: What You Need to 

Know, What You Need to Do. 

The Board meets quarterly to oversee the work of the charity, which is delivered by a small 

staff team under its direction. Key policies, including the risk register and safeguarding 

framework, are reviewed regularly and kept up to date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal and administrative information  
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René Cassin 

Haskell House 

152 West End Lane, London NW6 1SD 

Registered charity number: 1117472 

 

Email   info@renecassin.org 

Website   www.renecassin.org 

 

 
The Jewish    

human rights 


